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The pioneers who made their way into this unbroken

wilderness 10O puild homes WeIe denied the comforts of life
which the present gzeneration enjoys To survive, all had

to worke. The logs in the pioneer nomes Were put in place
with such precision that in some instances the work appeared
to be done DY machinery. There still remain in the county
some of these old buildings with the logs 1lying in the same
perfect shape ijn which they were placed more than one hun-

ired years ago. liany of these houses have since been

weatherboarded and ceiled inside end with the original
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chimneys and stone tireplaces preserved, they make & muci

comfortaeble home.
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OnN. ibout that time one of the boys observed this

rose puncheon slowly rising from the flooT and presently
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head of the old lady appeared above the floor with
tengled heir and & none OO clean face. she crawled out

sked the DOYS what they would have. When they told
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her it wes apples, she went back down and began to toss
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then out. 'he boys gathered around this opening to the

round end discovered that in addition to this place being
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fair. 1t was made for the purpose Of sheltering the COW

end horses from falling weather and nov designed as & place
where they might take refuge from the cold.
The spring house was & valuable asset TO the home

of the early settlers, and is still to Dbe seen occasionally

in the couniry. They were always constructed over the
spring where the supply of drinking water came Trom. Us-
sally a shallow excayation would ve made to get down To

..... .arth and then smooth shallow rocks would be carried

in end placed as close together as possible. Of course

nese rocks would become embeddsd in the earth

1g house the appearance of having a rock
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olesn and it was 8 plessant place 10 step into on & swel-
tering day. Oné hundred years from now tue spring house
will have been forgotten but they contributed in no small
egree to the comfort of the early settlers.

The food of the pioneers Wwas plain and plentiful
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but limited in variety. The woods abounded with deer.

"hey were so plentiful that one could be killed at any

time. They were plentiful in Focahontas County until
the modern repeating rifle and shot gun first made their
appearance.
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